NYC Wrap Up

Hello from Virginia! We made it back to Virginiate Tuesday evening. Sorry we didn'’t
get this email out sooner, but really spent moshefday recuperating! We didn’'t have
email access until recently as we had moved irgotssion while in NYC on Thursday.

Our trip was a huge success, though in many wayseave fought by the enemy! Thank
you so much for all of your prayers, they were wiggiy felt!

Here’s a recap of what went on-

Tuesday-we arrived at the mission and immediateifed prepping for Wednesday's
outreach. The girls were able to serve food oritigefor lunch that day. Later in the
day, we left Ray at the mission prepping and Rdahdy, MJ and | took off to help with
a soup kitchen at Thompkins Square Park, aboutraidte ride from the mission. It
was cold and raining and we were able to give #apfe some hot soup and also
provided some loaves of bread for them to take thigm. We served a little over 75
people.

Wednesday-we served lunch and dinner at the Boiession-one of the oldest, biggest
and most respected missions in NYC, they were ksitgol in 1876! Unfortunately we
didn’t count plates that day. A conservative couas that we served over 500 meals!
This was a long day as we left around 7:30 and'dgit back to the Yoder’s until after
9:30. We also had to deal with rain and cold wesatht least for us Floridians! Our
lunch menu was Wild Alaskan Salmon a la Paul oelathicken served with rice
smothered in homemade gravy, green beans almaadthsalad. Drinks were also
provided. For dinner we served pizza and hambardesssed all the way with potatoes
O’White, rice and some scrumptious desserts!

Thursday-we took Mercy One on the road; we weirtmklyn to Maria Hernandez

Park. | wasn’t looking forward to pulling the 3&ercy One trailer around the city but
the Lord worked everything out beautifully and waelmo problems whatsoever. We had
anticipated having 150 for lunch, this doubled amdended up serving a little over 300!
Everything went like clock work. We served chicleaw over rice with drinks. The
Bowery also provided a pantry of items to givehte people to take with them.

Friday-we again took the show on the road and we@thelsea Park in Manhattan. We
served some awesome beef stew over rice accompay@dossed salad with dressing
and a fresh fruit salad. We were joined by twdedé@nt groups of people, one was a
local group that helps out every Friday at thikpasually they just do a soup kitchen,
and the other was a group of people from Louisigha were working with Mission
New York and were on loan to us. The local grotqubht drinks and some awesome
fresh bread and also provided a ministry tablalioto those who were getting food.
Once again the Bowery also provided a pantry ofistéor the people to take home with
them. Again we were told there’d be around 150weacdnded up serving a little over
300!



This however was not the end of our day. We hadest out at 6 to get things ready.
Once back at the mission, we had to prep for Saysdqyrand finale! Jim, Kelly, MJ and
| started preparing the next day’s food. We haitgated a staffed kitchen on our
return, but came back to an empty kitchen! Aftehaur or so the crew was growing
weary at the unending work that was in front of Wgas a mutiny in store??!! Finally we
were able to get a couple of the Bowery guys td lesa hand, but it still looked as if
we’d never get the task completed without workimgtigh the night! A few minutes
later 10-12 local middle school girls showed upnmainced and eager to help! Once
again God had a plan; all we had to do was to itlefdidin what He had called us to do
while He took care to provide all that we needé@dtéouple of hours later, everything
was complete, the kitchen was clean and at 8 PM&ve walking out to get dinner.

We headed out worn out and dirty to find some ofXsrfamous pizza! Since we were
all wearing our Mercy Chefs shirts and hats, séysraple asked us what they meant and
we were able to share the ministry and what Goddeasy with us in NYC!

Saturday-The “Grand Finale”!!-we had a lot of waokdo; we needed to be at
Thompkins Square Park between 7 and 7:30 as wproadsed to serve breakfast. Jim
and Kelly were troopers and met us at 5:30 AM &otdbading all of the food that we
had prepared the night before into Mercy One. Ate&Bowery Boys started showing
up. It turns out that weekends and holidays ae&typmuch off times for most of these
guys. We were told on Friday that we’'d need tosl® most of the help ourselves
needed for the outreach on Saturday. | quickiytldedmath and decided that we’'d be
short several people. | immediately started askmagy of the guys who had helped us
throughout the week. Every person that we askéelip gladly accepted the call, even
after I told them how early they'd be needed. ©hthe guys was fairly new to the
program and had been asking to go on an outreactefeks and you should’ve seen the
smile on his face when | asked him as he eageidyyss!

We quickly got everything loaded up and headed &uhen we arrived there was
already a line waiting for us! We served eggs @Haf Paul along with fresh and hot
cinnamon rolls; we decided to leave the frostingsofce it would make a big mess! We
served a little over 200 for breakfast.

We immediately got things cleaned up and startedtiog lunch. There was already a
line for lunch before we finished serving breakfadtord had spread as to what all we
were doing and everyone wanted to have some dbttethat God was providing!

We were serving wild Alaskan salmon a la Paul Itlicken again, this time with
potatoes au Jim, he asked how do | season this styfeply was add a lot of salt,
pepper and garlic to the vegetables that we hada@yrchopped to add the night before.
He asked, how do | know when I've got enough gallreplied that when he could
strongly smell the garlic, add a little more anda@es finished! He did an awesome job!
We also served green beans almandine, fresh sétathomemade dressing, and Mandy
made some cookies to hand out for dessert! Ormi@ #uye Bowery also provided a



pantry of items for the folks to take with them.eWere joined by a local pastor and
some of his church for part of the day. They wadske to help with breakfast and prep
for lunch. There once again was a discrepancyirptate count, but conservatively |
can say we served 500 and possibly as many ao6Qihth, the line seemed like it was
never going to end!

There were a couple of other groups also servind featurday in the park. One group
verbally attacked me while | was filming the foiksline. | questioned the guy as to his
relationship with the Lord and his reply was thattas satan! This guy was big and
mean and was ready to jump on me, but the Lorcepted us and nothing came of his
ranting!

Lunch was done and we headed back to the Boweryn&®ded to take everything out
of Mercy One and clean it from top to bottom. Weshed around 5 PM, another long
day, but it wasn’t over yet for me and MJ, we stéeded to take the truck and trailer out
of the city to Staten Island where it would be gakkor a couple of days.

We headed out following typed directions from theary; somehow we missed a turn
and ended up in Bushwick on a dead end streetdétieled to try the GPS. This took us
to the Staten Island Ferry which hasn’t taken ekisince 9-11! Frustrated with driving
all over NYC for over 1 %2 hours, we decided to GR®&way back to the Bowery. It
seemed as if our GPS had decided to take us doery eme way street the wrong way
and through barricades that only people walkindatsgueeze through! Finally | started
recognizing areas | was familiar with and we madmck to the Bowery, 2 hours after
we had left and no further on our journey!

The Bowery graciously offered to lead us in a vaerand then bring us back. |
suggested that Mary Jo stay at the mission asathemough excitement for one day and
there was plenty for her to do to get us readg&vé the next morning. | grabbed Nigel
to ride with me and Wendell took Ezra with him amel headed out to Staten Island. We
thought things would be OK from here, but foundsalves headed over a bridge that we
couldn’t take the trailer on so we had to quickkjit.e We were following directions to
another route when we came across an underpassababo low for our trailer to travel
under. Finally we were on our way again. We were motorway of some sorts,
traveling fast and it was dark when all of the serdtinoticed that | had no trailer lights
or brakes! We made it to the median where we &édwut our problem and once again
we were on the road. Finally we made it to outidaton where Tom and his wife Jill
allowed us to have some snacks and drinks. We a#ecto talk a little about what we
had done and also about another opportunity teessrthe Bowery!

We headed back to the bowery where we pulled &r 4f0:30, over 5 % hours after we
had originally headed out! But here are the Gatsgéwe had followed the directions
that we had originally been given, we’d of lost thp of the trailer over the Brooklyn
Bridge! When we had arrived in NYC, | had changad GPS settings to walking
instead of driving to help us find Paul and Mandijad forgotten that | had done this, so
when we were trying to GPS to Staten Island we gefttng bad information, it was



trying to take us there by foot. If we had thereot settings for driving instead of
walking, again, we’d of lost the top of the traileFhe only way for us to get safely to our
destination was to get help from the Bowery and @uostrated all of our plans until only
His was left!!

We had an awesome time serving alongside of theeBgwhat a great group of guys!
The certainly have servants hearts! There wasyt#rwork to do and plenty of
volunteers to help out! When we do trips suchh&sdne, we go as support to the local
church/mission. We understand that our time igtéichin the area and that the local
body is the remnant that God has ordained for Hipgses in the area. While we are
working away serving, there are many people whe ga®ugh our midst that our hearts
go out to. It can be very frustrating as we wislshare Jesus with them. God showed
me that those in line for food were not who we waisistering to as much as those who
we were serving alongside! We were able to forfati@ships and be Godly examples
in our service, in our marriages, in our friendshigtc. Those at the Bowery who we left
behind, they are the ones that God will use tohreaut to their neighborhoods. We
certainly had many opportunities to share Jesus\ath those we served alongside and
pray that they were encouraged and will continuiggtat the good fight for what the

Lord has called them to do! Remember this misaiwhthose involved in your prayers,
they are on the front lines day by day, minute lyute!

Sunday we just hung around the city and had fuh sgime of our team.

Monday we headed back to Staten Island to pickapgruck and trailer to start our trek
home. We were stopping to visit with Mary Jo’s sims who were camping 30 miles
outside of NYC. Once again we faced problems wightrailer restrictions. We
managed to get out of the city without any problelog not too far down the road we
were pulled over by some flashing red lights amica guy with a badge! | asked what
I’d done and he informed me that we were on a paykand weren't allowed to be there!
| explained what we’d been doing and that we wellewing our GPS trying to get to
our cousins. He asked to see our route and exaldimat we were lucky, though | know
we were blessed by God, our exit was just befdosvaoverpass that would take off the
top of our trailer! He said he wouldn’t write usieket and allowed us to continue to our
destination!

We started down highway 9a. Our trailer is 12t&!. Not too far down the road there
was a sign that said low bridge, 11’ 1"!! We imriegdly pulled over to the side of the
road and prayed! Once parked we noticed an estiftyefore the bridge so we took off

for the exit, once there we noticed that the bridge two heights, one was 11’ 1” and the
left side was 13’ 6”! As long as we hugged thé¢ $&de of the roadway, we were OK!

We went through several bridges like this and niagafely to our first destination.

On Tuesday we got up and headed out once againGR%ed our trip safely around all
parkways, low bridges, etc. We headed down the aoa once again discovered we had
no trailer lights or brakes! We quickly pulled oad once and for all fixed our

problem! We were making good time and the trip wemgressing well when all of the



sudden the trailer started making really loud roisben we stopped or turned. We
pulled over at a rest area and found that there warts to our'Bwheel trailer hitch

lying in the truck bed. We were just north of Riebnd and Gary told us that there was
an RV sales/service center not too far down thd smawe cautiously drove to the center.
We discovered that our hitch was falling apart #redtechnicians could not believe that
we were still driving it! They said that they wdualt have gone an inch the way it was
and couldn’t guarantee that it wouldn't fall offiife continued to Virginia Beach, where
the trailer stays! Praise God, He had protecteahgs again, even though satan
continually tried to keep us down, we have victthmpugh our Lord Jesus Christ!

We left the trailer and hitch for repair and maidesifely back to Virginia Beach where
we’ve mostly been resting, it was cold and raingtgeday but looks like the rain has
cleared and it’s finally warming up. We still hateepick up the trailer and get it home,
but will be spending a few days relaxing, seeingsaf the sights and visiting with
some of MJ’s acquaintances from this area. We'lhbading home late Sunday evening
and be back home early Monday morning.

Continue to pray for us and the different minigrikat we are associated with, especially
that we'd make it home safely! We've been askecbime back up on the 13or a
Mercy Chefs meeting of the minds and help withal@utreach.

We've also been asked by the Bowery to come batlovember and help with their
Thanksgiving outreach. Last year they served 2008ls on Thanksgiving, 1500 in
house and 500 in the parks. They'd like to incegagir out of house serving and have
asked Mercy Chefs to provide mobile kitchens amdise to do so. Mercy Chefs is in
the process of ordering Mercy Two and hopes to tiaedéunds raised and production
complete in time to deploy it for any late summedt/flisaster needs as well as have the
ability to use 2 portable/commercial kitchens fog Bowery’s Thanksgiving outreach.
Please pray for this project and if you are intes@$n donating any funds to Mercy
Chefs, you can go to their websitenatw.MercyChefs.com

Also pray for our trip back up in a couple of weeksl for Godly Wisdom in our
involvement in Mercy Chefs and the other ministriyngs that God has called us to.

We are in the planning stages of our trip to NYE€Tbanksgiving and covet your
prayers. We are going to treat this as a typicattserm mission’s trip. We are 6
months out, which is the typical time frame we umsplanning such a trip. We are
accepting applications for those wishing to joiroaghis trip. Space will be limited so
we will be allowing God to hand pick the team thigt wants on this trip. We will have
all the details and team formed by the end of &ntkbegin our fund raising and team
preparations immediately. Several Mercy Chef Chglishe joining us as well as people
from our home church and possible Gary’s as wEtle Bowery has opened up its
volunteer quarters to our group, something theyehrsver done during this time before!
The commitment will be from Saturday, Novembe?“22rive in NYC through Saturday,
November 28, depart NYC. Preparations begin on Sunday tffea2@i cleanup will be
on Friday the 28. All team members will be required to commit tood the days listed



and to staying with the team at the mission dutimgtime. If anyone wishes to sightsee
or visit friends and/or relatives, arrival or defjpae times will need to be extended and
these activities will need to be done outside efrthinistry dates on your own time at
your own expense and you will more than likely bguired to provide your own
lodging/food. We will try to spend at least parboe day as a team touring some of the
city, but cannot guarantee this as it will dependvork schedules/loads, etc. As with all
types of outreaches, things change at a momeriteratd we need to be flexible and
open to what God wants to do, not what our ageadss| know that NYC is a great
place to visit, especially this time of year, thstis a mission trip and not a vacation and
needs to be treated as such, especially with@Wbrk that needs done in the short time
that we have to do it! Cost of the trip will mgsbe travel expenses and some meals.
We want to also raise money to help with the cost@food, | believe God has given
me a number to raise and will share this with dast, once chosen. Gary will also be
contacting several other ministries who supply femdifferent needs, and try to get
them to donate food as well. If you have any qaest feel free to contact me via email
or phone. If you are interested in filling outapplication, you can pick one up at the
church office or go to this linkattp://calvarychapelsarasota.com/215718.ihtivbu’ll

find the “ST Mission Handbook”, this includes aidriins and information you’ll need to
be part of a short term mission team. Please finsiout, read it, fill out the required
forms and turn them into the church ASAP as wesliflrming the team soon.

I've attached a few more pictures for your viewpigasure and have many more if you
live near me and want to see them, just ask. ufd/bke a disc of our pictures, we can
also provide that, just contact me and we can dsdu

Thanks again for all your prayers, past, presedtfature!



