NYC Thanksgiving Wrap Up 2008

Well | finally have some free time to sit down agallect my thoughts on our recent
outreach in NYC. In case you missed our prior &nagg teamed up with Mercy Chefs
and once again joined the Bowery Mission in NYQédp feed the needy in NYC. In
the past The Bowery served around 2400 Thanksgiviegls. We took Mercy One and
the brand new Mercy Two to help them reach everemepple this year. The official
count was over 3400 meals, praise God!

This count however doesn't accurately reflect tealsithat we helped prepare that
week. There were five other outreaches duringubek where full Thanksgiving meals
were served, they amounted to over 1100 mealshwhatuded our last outing where we
fed almost 500, but more on that later. And wthilese meals were being prepared, the
Bowery still feeds breakfast, lunch and dinner aegular basis. This week we saw over
250 people come in to eat for each meal and yesrewr also helped prepare and serve
these meals as well. Someone asked me how mdmytudid we use, we seem to have
lost count after 500 and its anybodies guess #ftel

To say that we were kept busy would be an undersitt. | couldn't have asked for a
better crew to work with, from the folks who cameghaus from Relief Ministries CC
Sarasota, to the Mercy Chefs, to the staff of thev®&y (some of which volunteered to
stay up all night with us) and even our cousingfigostate NY, you all were the best!!

To be honest we really had no idea what we wetengedurselves into. None of us had
done anything like this before and a lot of whatweze doing was new even to The
Bowery staff. It didn't take us long to get gothgugh. Most of the Sarasota crew met
up in Virginia Beach on Friday. Gary had an outheto feed over 100 people and
immediately put us to work. They were raising mofag a family to go to Russia to
adopt a baby boy. I'm told the dinner raised ntba@ $7000! Oh, did | mention that it
was freezing cold and windy that night! | couldyét started without putting on my long
johns; we are from Florida you know!

We arrived in NYC late Saturday night. Unforturhateur GPS doesn't account for the
fact that we can't go over certain bridges or tghocertain tunnels with our commercial
kitchens. We once again were lost getting to tbevdy and somehow ended up in
Harlem ! But God was good and eventually we maden@y to The Bowery. It was fun
with two trucks pulling two 32' trailers throughettiny streets of NYC!

Sunday morning we were up and serving breakfasgahdght into the food prep. | had
to go pick up Dave, a Mercy Chef, from the airgortl along with Mary Jo we took off
for the Bronx to go over the logistics of the twatreaches for Thanksgiving. | was the
only one who had visited the sites and would b8taten Island on Thanksgiving and
they needed to see who, what and where as theyidriming these outreaches for us.
After getting back to the Bowery we soon discoveted we'd be working 24 hour shifts
immediately through what turned out to be abouMddd Thanksgiving night. We were
not prepared for this so immediately we had todwihings up so that everyone had



some time to sleep. Not a single member of ouw @@mplained a bit about the new
schedule and as some of us went to bed, the rpstigat on working. On Monday we
decided to change the shifts up a bit and had htipkdve a little time off on Tuesday
morning to do some sight seeing, but this wasmbet We kept right on working. A

few of the crew gave up 2 hours of sleep to rumitees Square and back and a few of us
rode the Staten Island Ferry at night over and lbacthe Thanksgiving outreach and on
the way back we took a walk to the Twin Towers,ditg other than that, it was all work!

As | mentioned, the crew was great! | don't reoak time where someone complained
or where anyone got upset with anyone else. Tlere a couple of attitude checks here
and there, but never anything that amounted tohamyt We were working on very little
sleep for several days but God was faithful andugh His strength we were able to get
the job done that He had commissioned us to dalpécial thanks to Bernard and Ally,
two Bowery students who volunteered to work throagéry night with us, they were a
true example and blessing!

The four outreaches we did on Thanksgiving didavtehthe numbers we had hoped for,
but it was a new outreach for each location andvexen't the least bit discouraged, tired
yes, discouraged no! The doors that were opengdhe&nministry that happened that day
were amazing. I've already gotten word back frotoaple of the churches and people
who came for Thanksgiving dinner have already sthgoing to church. We won't know
this side of heaven how the seeds that were plaatadut, but we can already see God
clearly moving because we were all faithful to wad had called us each to do!
Thanks to all, especially the church and commuwmtynteers, you have truly made a
difference in eternity for your faithfulness!

The last outreach we participate in was on Frigeiyunch. | was told to expect around
125, but elected to take enough food for about 388lf of our crew had already headed
for home and that left us short staffed. Thredestis from the Bowery joined us and we
headed out. While setting up, two guys from Saeasato had been helping at the
Bowery rode up on their bikes to say hi. Theytstato leave and | told them we needed
some help. With the two of them, we had exactiyugih help to do what we needed to
do, including ministry since the ministry that naliy did that outreach on Fridays took
the day off! We got the food heated up and pogpedvindow open. Boy were we
surprised, there was no one around when we puflexhd now there was a huge line!
We started feeding people and the line never se¢onexld. We had plenty of side
dishes, but only enough turkey for about 300 orldaept shoving pans of food in the
ovens to heat them up and even made some extra ggmehow we ended up with
exactly the same amounts of everything to match imaeh turkey we had at the end.
When | figured we had about 20 meals left | wertsimie to cut the line off and to my
surprise there was only about 20 people in linstobd there in case anyone else came
up late and a few people did. | told them thatonky had enough food left to feed the
people who were in line in front of me, but if thegnted to wait we'd see what was left.
We ended up feeding them as well. Our final coved 484 meals served that day! We
were shocked and amazed, but really with God wisat@uld we expect! We cleaned



up and headed back to the Bowery. It had beengi@ek. We went out to dinner with
some friends and then hit the hay!

Saturday we all took off to our different direct®rut not before our pickup was spray
painted and the friendly NYC police department gasa parking ticket! We got stuck
in bumper to bumper traffic for over 3 hours on Mk Turnpike and what should've
taken 7-8 hours took us 13 hours to get back tgikia . Our flight was changed and
then delayed!

I'd have to say that this was the most excitingttiat I've ever been apart of from the
planning to the conclusion, but it was also the with the most spiritual warfare that I've
ever experienced. | can'timagine what God isgtondo with what took place last week
or with the doors that have been opened for yeacsme, but He had and has a

plan and many, many, many people were faithful ddll on their lives and He alone is
responsible for the results!

Also while in NY and busy working, we didn't haveich contact with anyone outside of
the Bowery to do ministry with, that was left ugttemnant who live and minister there
on a regular basis. God called us to support thedin doing so, He opened up many
doors of ministry for us with those we were supipgrand working alongside. The
ministry that He allowed us to do in this capaegifys unimaginable to us before we went
and still blows our minds now that we're home! Wére in the right place at the right
time and faithfully did what God had wanted us ¢osd that His kingdom can be forever
changed as He works out all the details!

| had asked for some input from those who travel#d us and here are a couple of the
responses:

From Melissa:

This trip to NYC has changed my life, and even ays/| haven't seen yet. People can be
in need no matter what their financial situatignfishey are homeless or not, and no
matter whom they are. It all amounts to everyor doesn’t know God as their personal
savior and doesn’t have a relationship with himteuly in need. It was awesome to see
the “house” guys be a living example of that. Adbthem have really messed up their
lives; some even came right off the streets, btihénmidst of all that, they praise the

Lord with all their heart, and are no longer “irede’ Looking back only a few days later,
the highlight of my trip would have to be meetirigsarts of people, and hearing their
stories.

From Jon:

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethto dwell together in unity” - Ps.
133:1

Praise God for His faithfulness, love, and provisi@ur trip to NYC was truly blessed.



As we approached Thanksgiving week and anticipdteadnission ahead of us | wasn't
sure what to expect. When | consider the vast numibgeople suffering from poverty,
homelessness, and addiction in a city as largeYad dften tend to become
overwhelmed by the insurmountable need, and | wowtiat difference | could possibly
make. What a blessing it was to see over the cairge week how the church, serving
together in oneness of mind and heart, by the poivigre Holy Spirit, is able to make an
impact far greater than any lone Christian couldas so encouraged to see the amazing
work being done at the Bowery Mission on a dailgibaspecifically in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and was blessed to take péneimwork of doubling their impact this
Thanksgiving. Also, it was quite a faith-buildergee how God provided for every need
that arose during the week ... from the smalletilde to the biggest setbacks.

Beyond this, my spirit was truly lifted up by thalbwship and building of relationships
with our brothers and sisters from Calvary Chap&arasota, as well as the new
relationships formed with our fellow servants frtime Bowery and Mercy Chefs. I'm still
gleaning much insight for my own life from whatd"geen in their walks with the Lord
during our time together.

Many of the staff and residents at the Bowery essed deep gratitude to God for our
service, and a sincere appreciation of our loveHerLord. As Paul wrote in 2
Corinthians chapter 9, "For the ministry of thisvsee is not only supplying the needs of
the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgjs to God. By their approval of
this servicetheywill glorify God because of your submission flowifrgm your
confession of the gospel of Christ". What a joyhdught, that our Father is receiving
thanksgiving and praise as a result of our huméteise! The mere fact that we could
live and work together in such close quarters,sarge on such a vigorous and
continuous schedule with so little quarreling amstard is truly a demonstration of the
Holy Spirit's presence with us, and a testimontheflove of Christ to those around us.
May they know we're His disciples by our love farecanother, and may our gracious
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ cause every seeavigplanted to bear much fruit ... for
His glory!



