lowa Flood 2008 Wrap Up

Wow, where do | start! It has been an awesomeneeks and no matter what | write or
how | tell the story, I'll never be able to convalythat happened on this trip. The last
time | wrote, the Safe Harbor and Tru Hope teanasjhist arrived and we were getting
them plugged in to help with the clean up.

| try to always tell those involved in any trip i@lief effort we’re on that the trip is never
about thework. The event (flood, tornado, etc.) is just thebat that God uses to get us
to do what He ultimately wants us to do—deepenomun relationships with Him and
share the love of Jesus with others. God warngsedf we are faithful to heed the call
He makes on our lives. He wants to do a work énittaividual lives of those who are on
our team as He continues to sanctify each of ukingais more into the likeness of His
Son. And of course, God wants to use us to draergieople to Him. Now, as a human
male, my priority is to get the job done—get inrtheassess the needs, grab some piece
of heavy equipment and get going. But what I'venidis that God has different ideas!
My priorities usually aren’t God’s prioritiedy thoughts are not your thoughts, neither

are My ways your ways, says the Lord God Almighty. This trip in particul@as a

growing experience for me in many ways. My Chaistbrothers and sisters who came
alongside of us really stretched me in some aneddime will tell if | heed what God
wanted to do in my life or not. Please pray thatll!

On this trip, many of the local volunteers were@ltristians and we were able to share
our faith with a lot of them. The homes were atant as the local government wouldn’t
allow anyone to live in them until the mold is gaared the reconstruction is complete.
We were able to share with some of the residentst Beemed as if the Lord wanted us
first to minster to Jeff, Jen and CC lowa City &inein to the many people He sent our
way to help out with our efforts.

Jeff Nullmeyer, the local CC pastor, his wife Jéaniand their boys, Tyler, Zack and
Josh, were an inspiration to me. | just realizes tmorning that if it wasn't for their
faithfulness a few years ago as God began caliemtto step out of their comfort zones
and scout out, then move to, then plant a churdbvila City and then remain there,
nothing that we did would have been possible. Theyunknowingly paved the way for
the work that God wanted to do in my life and ctesd others in the aftermath of the
Great Flood of 2008. | know in turn that they wgreatly refreshed by all that God did
during our visit. Those of us who attend regulaurch services where we are
surrounded by many faithful servants and Chridbiaathers and sisters often forget about
those who are in areas such as lowa City planticiguach. There are many people in
many places just like this the world over. CC ld@ity is a young and small church and
many of the people who fellowship there are newmisfians who are in need of
discipleship. Only a couple are able to help sane disciple. This not only imposes
great burdens on Jeff and Jennifer, though theynare than happy to be faithful to what
God has called them to do, but also leaves thekmgdor the fellowship,
encouragement and discipleship that they were teskdfore they followed God to

lowa. |won'ttry to tell you Jeff's family's stgrbut our group, though only there for a



short time, was able to be that for them and | ktiosy greatly appreciated all of us for
that.

But wait, there was even more! Because CCIC isveen church, few of those in the
fellowship have seen a serving church in actiooteef\We were all able to be examples
to them as to what a Christian life of love andsgerto our Lord and Savior actually
looks like! I'm not saying this to take any crefiit it. | just want to let you know again
of the different ways that God will use you whermuyost trust Him and step out in faith
and do what He calls you to do. God wants to katere our mindset is. Do we have
heavenly goals or self-centered, earthly goals?dVbay and stubble, or gold, silver
and precious jewels? We all have the same chaitgshe same opportunities. | don’t
mean whether or not to go on a mission trip oreadgo a relief effort. | mean the
choice to obey the call that God has on each ofralividual lives, no matter what that
is...responding to a relief effort, going to Biblellége, teaching Sunday School,
cleaning toilets, etc. God has called each of s®inething and we all need to make God
the number one priority in our lives, to step outdith and to allow Him to work in and
through our lives as we humbly serve Him!

Well let me get into some of the details of alltthe did. The first week started out
really nice. Temperatures were 10-15 degrees ctledernormal, humidity was lower
than normal, rains, if they came, only came at nagtd there was always a cool breeze.
That all changed on Sunday as temperatures anddhyieivels climbed into the 90’s
and it even rained Tuesday afternoon! Yet someBow allowed us to do amazing
things in spite of ourselves or any of our elements

| am not one to hurry through a job just to moveoamnother one. | believe that God
calls us to do all to His Glory and to work as uHim. Most of what was being worked
on was a wreck. Flood waters were well above angls ever seen before. Homes that
that had basements were completely flooded, and Inaolsflood waters three plus feet
into the main floors of their homes. When a fldos, no one is allowed into the area
until the waters have receded several feet. Sevaais up into homes and otherwise
clean rivers and waterways become polluted, angktihvaters also reach most homes.
By the time that relief teams, even first respordie us, are able to start cleaning up a
home, it is a filthy, dirty mess, and dependingemperatures and other weather related
issues, the mess usually gets worse before itogdtisr. We start by completely
emptying the home of its contents. If there isthimg that can be salvaged, the
homeowner moves the items to some type of storegentis not received any flood
damage. We then begin gutting the home. Deperafingater levels, this can be
anywhere from the total floor to the entire ceilstgucture, or floor to ceiling, or floor to
typically the four foot level (common drywall brepkint). Anything that is porous must
be disposed of. Anything that isn’t must be deaonhated, and anything that was in the
home but hasn’t gotten any sludge, mud, water dd mo it must be taken to a totally
uncontaminated location or it stands the chan@dsaf getting contaminated. Also, if a
contaminated item is taken to an uncontaminateatilme, you run the risk of
contaminating everything that wasn't already conteted. It isn’t a fun thing to go



through with the homeowners and can be quite emaltiat times as I’'m sure you could
guess. Once you have gotten everything out anbdhee down to bare studs, it must be
completely cleaned of all dust and debris. Froemdtyou get rid of mold and mildew
and prevent it from returning again. Then the iwgibegins as the government
determines who can do what. Permits are grantaitbiived and reconstruction can
begin. Itis a long process.

All of what we do takes time if it is done corrgctind thoroughly, and that is always our
goal. One of the first team members to show upetp out couldn’t understand what |
was saying when | told him that his team would leeking to finish up the first house
we had started. He didn’t know what would takestgl He quickly found out in the
preceding days what | meant!

All'in all we worked on nineteen residences. Wmpteted nine of them—from removal
of items to total disinfecting and drying. The athwent from moving items to helping
out at all other stages of the process. Fourdiffeteams showed up from different
Calvary Chapels to help-- five people from threféedént Calvary Chapels joined
together under the Safe Harbor ministry ( San Diggehmond , VA and Dallas), seven
people from CC Westgrove (Tru Hope Internatiorfalyy from CC Mississippi Valley (
lllinois ) and four from CC Sarasota. We wereiiy én enlisting local help from CC
lowa City and any other local organization or indual that wanted to help. As of
Tuesday we had utilized 67 different volunteersnfra six year old to some seniors! We
found plenty of work for everyone!

Mercy Chefs from Virginia Beach flew a chef to 0s & week and also purchased food
to meet our physical needs. Chef June was a tessihg, keeping the meals served up
and the place clean while she was there. Shemepared some food for us to eat on
her last day so we could enjoy it after she wasbdvlary Jo and | are also part of the
Mercy Chefs team and Mary Jo helped out the etitire. Once June left | also donned
my Mercy Chef jacket and got in the kitchen to lenldand. None of us appeared to lose
any weight!!

The teams stayed at All Nations Baptist ChurchhisTvas an interesting place to say the
least! The church is mostly Korean, but also reEmglish pastor and ministries. A
Spanish church and a Russian church also usefélodity. Three times a week during
the day the facility is used by a local school teaches English to foreigners. There is a
day care center that runs Monday to Friday as agethany youth activities during the
week! They have a five A.M. prayer meeting thawedl attended every morning. No
wonder they can do so much!! Amidst all of thhgyt allowed our teams to sleep in the
Sunday school rooms, to use their showers, anddk in their full kitchen. Pastor Lee
also arranged for the Red Cross to bring in somasyieom Cedar Rapids which freed us
up to do more ministry. Many other organizatiols® delped out with snacks, water,
cleaning supplies, masks, tools, etc. It was defina team effort!

We can’t thank Jeff and Jen enough for all theyidigreparing the way for us for over
the past few years, as well as opening up theirathand home to us. Jen even let me



use her SUV for the duration of our stay! Theytame servants and it was an honor and
a privilege to serve along side of them. Contitsukeep them in your prayers as the
relief effort is in no way over. It has just begun!

Sadly, we had to head out today as | had work tbaid home. It's hard sometimes
waiting on God'’s timing. We look forward to the dapen the work we do for the Lord
is the work we do full time and we don’t have taMe areas as soon as we have to now.

We were able to leave one member of our team fraras®ta through the end of the
week. Two carpenters from lllinois are coming ireothe weekend and will work
alongside Jeff and some folks from CC lowa, and floer to six men and women from
CC Kansas City will be in town Monday and Tuesday.

There is still a lot of work to be done, not ontythe lowa City/Coralville area, but in
many other areas that have recently been floo8etause we didn’t have the volunteers
committed to come into the area and because wet ehdnt to give false hopes to
anyone and not be able to fulfill our commitmeng avdn’'t spend time canvassing the
areas, but we could certainly see many who hatl@ lwork yet to be done. As with
most disasters, when they first happen it is bigmydut unless you’re one of the ones
affected or somehow tied to someone who'’s beewtaffleit's quickly forgotten. The

first Saturday after a disaster, so many peoplavsimto help that you can’t find a place
to park and traffic is a mess, but after that, dhmme area turns into a ghost town. Most of
the larger agencies had left the area after teevieek. The area wasn’t prepared for
such a disaster and even local churches are singdglfigure things out. It's sad, but
we rest in the fact that God does have a plan lzaidite did what we could as we were
led by the Lord. We are confident that His ways laetter than our ways. He will

provide as He sees fit!

We are still praying for guidance as to what tondat. A couple of CCs have said they
can send teams to lowa in August, but there isn@vwho can make a commitment to the
effort at this time. CC lowa City is a small fellship and Jeff and Jen are tent makers
like us and the rest of the pastors in lowa . VWeadso praying for the Lord’s leading as
to whether or not there will be any long term remxyvprojects that we can assist any
needy family with. At this point the Lord has etl us to anyone, but it could be
months before something like this is even consile8®@me of the houses are still under
water, and lowans are proud people who are usaedlyn the giving end of things and
not the receiving, so this is hard for them to do!

Thanks to all of you for your prayers. We had mehgnces to take advantage of them!
Continue to pray for Jeff and Jen and those that saen Jesus at work! We also covet
your prayers as we continue to seek God’s will motdours for our lives and ministry!
Thanks to those who help support us financiallwal. You are a blessing not only to
us, but to all those lives that are touched becatigeur generosity!



